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Mission Statement

Update from the Development Office

Your Generosity Continues to Exceed Annual Fund Goal
Your financial gift is life-giving to our
mission. Thank you to all who supported
the Newman Center’s Annual Fund last
fiscal year – together we surpassed our
goal of $165,000! Contributions from 353
donors totaling $184,720 were received by
June 30, 2016!
The charts below illustrate the Newman
Center’s operating income and expenses
for the fiscal year. The largest contributions
to income were Offertory collections
($312,221), Annual Fund ($184,720) and
Restricted Gifts ($150,913). The total of
charitable contributions to Newman Center
funds for the fiscal year was $647,853, from
800 donors. Your generous gifts provided
80 percent of the resources needed to
meet our operating budget of $809,105
and were therefore, life-giving to our
ministry.
Restricted Gift income was $150,913,
significantly more than last year of
$10,198, largely the result of a loving gift
from our Member of the Foundation,
Marguerite Kuebrich’s whose estate gift
was designated to the Outreach and
Education Endowment. In addition,
$23,526 was added to the Outreach and
Education Endowment, $20,114 to fund
transformative experiences for 75 students

on the Pope Trip and Alternate Spring
Break Service Trip and $11,088 to the
Endowed Scholars and Fellows Fund.
This development income helped to offset
the decrease to offertory, as well as
investment market losses.
The 2015-16 fiscal year operating
expenses decreased by 2% from the previous
year’s expenses. Campus Ministry and
Student Programs and Fellowships continue
to be a focus. Building and roof repairs,
resurfacing hard wood floors, replacing the
fire alarm panel and other maintenance
work last year will continue to keep the
Center in good working condition and
Total Operating Income
$809,105.00

extend the life of the property. We are so
grateful for your financial support, which
provides essential resources for our ministry
to the Catholic students at The University
of Iowa and for recognizing that the work
done at the Center has relevance today
and value far into the future.
The Honor Roll of Contributors is
included in this issue of Newman Outreach
and lists all donors of $25 or more to the
Newman Center. Your contributions
support the important ministry of
providing a Catholic faith community for
the students and those associated with The
University of Iowa.
Total Operating Expenses
$809,105.00

As a Newman Catholic
Student Center, we
provide Roman Catholic
ministry to those
associated with The
University of Iowa to
promote their
development within a
faith community and to
prepare them as
disciples for the Church and
for the world.
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The Year Ahead: Go Big! and Come Home!

his fall, as the University of Iowa’ largest and most diverse freshman class ever left home for
The University of Iowa, we launched a campaign by inviting students to “Come Home” to
the Newman Center … to eat, pray, play, to find their way, connect, grow and to serve.
This campaign reminds us that we are all members of one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church,
and that’s one BIG universal family. We expanded the theme for our academic year to: “GO
BIG (Blessed in God) and COME HOME (to the Newman Catholic Student Center).”
Over the summer, we celebrated 30 years of Joe Mattingly leading the Newman Singers,
featuring a reunion concert that brought back former singers from all over the country and the
world. It was a wonderful concert, filled with joy-filled voices and tears. Thank you, Joe, for
sharing your talent to make our Masses true celebrations! As summer ended and the school year
began, we welcomed students with warm hospitality in a number of ways, including our annual
“Food on the Corner,” student-led Tuesday Night Prayer service, our Freshmen Transitions
program facilitated by sophomores, and our first Thursday Night Mass was the largest ever.
How we invite, engage and involve students in living out their faith while they are at the
University of Iowa—and after—is our mission. All decisions—including financial and time
investments—circle back to our mission of promoting student development within a faith
community preparing them as disciples for the Church and for the world. Your actions give us
hope that the Newman Center will be here for students in the future. Thanks be to God who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ. We are thankful, grateful and blessed by your
prayers and contributions to our ministry. Every gift of any size to our HOME is BIG to us.
Inside these pages, you’ll meet Christine Wissink, who is coming back home to Iowa from the
Diocese of Sacramento; view photos from our very busy summer; learn about our eight ministry
development fellows; find our annual Honor Roll listing the Center’s financial supporters for the
past year; and see an overview of end-of-the-fiscal-year finances.
Your family’s investment to the Newman Center makes this possible, and I am forever grateful for
your support. Your contributions to Offertory, Annual Fund and Restricted gifts last year were the
primary resources to meet our operating budget. Thank you for your support of our endowment for
Outreach and Education which provides important funding to increase educational and outreach
efforts to the thousands of Catholics at The University of Iowa and provides for our new Director of
Outreach and Formation position.

Laurie Harris
Newman Center Executive Director

If we have no peace, it is
because we have forgotten that
we belong to each other.
— Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Meet
Christine

Christine Wissink has been hired
as our new Director of Outreach and
Education. Christine relocated from
Sacramento, California, where she
has worked as an Associate Director
for Campus Ministry at three
different Newman Centers in the
Diocese. Please introduce yourself
and welcome her to our community.

Go Big! Semester Welcomes All to Come Home

The Newman Center annually awards
grants to students as part of its Endowed
Scholars and Fellows program.
Fellowships are awarded in many areas,
such as Service and Justice, Liturgical
Ministry, Faith Formation, Prayer and
Worship, and Student Outreach. Fellows

On Labor Day,
Fr. Jeff guided 32
students as they
canoed down the
Cedar River.

Our annual
welcoming Food on
the Corner spanned
the first full week
of classes at the
end of August.
More than X,XXX
lunches were
served to students
and the
community.

Q: How do you feel about coming
home to Iowa?
A: I am excited to move back to my
home state. My husband, Tony
Wissink, is from Iowa City, so I have
spent much time there with our family.
Iowa City has a young and energetic,
yet established and stable feel. I enjoy
walking downtown to go out to eat or
attend an outdoor event. I am looking
forward to exploring all that Iowa City
and the University of Iowa have to offer.
(continued on next page)

receive a stipend so that they can learn
this ministry skill under the direction of
staff and community mentors at the
Newman Center, and these skills will be
applicable in future parishes which these
Fellows join after graduation.
This year’s Fellows are:

The Newman Catholic Student Center and Lutheran Campus Ministry hosted a Block
Party BBQ on Labor Day. Sixty students gathered to enjoy a beautiful day, picnic food,
and games outside in fellowship as one community.

Q: Where did you grow up?
A: Growing up I lived in
Hiawatha, Iowa. I went to Catholic
schools, attending St. Pius X and
Regis High School (now Regis Middle
School) in Cedar Rapids. I attended
Truman State University in Kirksville,
Missouri, where I earned a B.A. in
Psychology with a minor in
Philosophy and Religion. I also earned
my master’s degree in Ministry from
Loras College in Dubuque. As an
adult I lived in Cedar Rapids, where
I worked in youth ministry, young
adult ministry, high school campus
ministry, and taught high school
theology. Since 2014, I have been
working for the Diocese of
Sacramento on Bishop Jaime Soto’s
plan to revitalize the Newman Centers
and college campus ministry.

Meet the 2016-2017
Newman Center Fellows

This fall two sophomores are leading Freshmen Transitions, a group designed to help
freshmen adjust to life in college. All freshmen were welcome to attend and the
Freshmen Lock-in took place at Newman on Saturday, September 24.

Jaci Albrecht
Liturgical Ministry
Senior
Nursing and Spanish
Cedarburg, WI

Steven Landa
Prayer and Worship
Junior
Pre-Pharmacy
Little Turkey, IA

Justin Lenczycki
Outreach
Junior
Human Physiology
Orland Park, IL

Jacob Menster
Communications
Senior
Sport Event Management
Davenport, IA

I also am excited to be part of the
Newman Center team of staff,
students, and volunteers that work
together to lead this important
ministry. I am passionate about young
adult ministry, especially campus
ministry, because of the dynamic and
transitional nature of the ministry.
Q: Why do you choose to work in
youth ministry?
A: I love working with college
students because of their energy and
enthusiasm. It is a privilege to
accompany them in one of the most
transitional times of life where they
are exploring majors, questioning their
faith, figuring out their identity apart
from family, and discerning their
vocation. I love seeing students take
ownership for their own faith
development and growth in discipleship
as they have the opportunity to serve
and lead in campus ministry. I am
drawn to Newman Center ministry
because of my own experience as a
college student and understanding
how important it is to have a
welcoming Catholic peer community.
Q: What are your plans for the
Newman Center?

Rebecca Sanders
Communications
Senior
Finance and Economics
Elmhurst, IL

Andrew Sherer
Service and Social Justice
Senior
Actuarial Science, Mathematics
Spring Hill, Iowa

Jasmin Tone
Faith Formation
Senior
Psychology and Pre-Law
Mount Pleasant, IA

Zoe Walters
Graduate, Young Professionals
Third-year graduate student
Pharmacy
Brooklyn, MI

April Rouner Named Director of Development
The Newman
Center is pleased to
announce that April
Rouner will officially
join the Center staff
as Development
Director on October
17. April has served
as Executive Director
of the Regina Foundation in Iowa City for
the past 16 years.
April and husband Steve are the parents of
four sons, all of whom are Regina and UI graduates. April also is a UI graduate and is proud to
say she began her love of the Newman Center

when she attended as a student, as did all of her
sons. The family has been quite active at the
Newman Center; her son Andrew was a
Newman Singer from 2005-2009; husband
Steve became Catholic at Newman Center in
2006, after receiving inspiration and
guidance from the Center’s Alpha and RCIA
programs. April and Steve have been Alpha
volunteers since 2007, have served as table
hosts and auction donors for the annual
Newman Singers Gala, and are long-time
members of the Newman Center’s Founder’s
Club. In addition, April has served in an
advisory committee role for the Center and
is a Eucharistic Minister.

A: My hope is to empower as many
college students as possible to use their
gifts and encourage their faith journey
to become active young adult disciples
of Jesus Christ equipped to serve the
Church and the world. As a part of
the Newman team, I hope to increase
the presence of the Newman ministry
not only on campus but also in the
parishes and Catholic schools
throughout the midwest. I also look
forward to working as a team to
develop outreach strategies to reach
students who are in most need or who
have never been considered before.
I also look forward to implementing
faith formation programs that address
the needs and issues facing college
students today.
Q: What might students find
interesting to know about you?
A: Let’s see … I was crowned Miss
Hiawatha back in the day. I enjoy
traveling, hiking, reading, knitting,
and dancing. I don’t like whipped
cream and cherries. I have never drank
a cup of coffee. My favorite color is
purple.

