
Dr. Nicholas Rossi Endows Center for Faith & Culture at the Newman Center
Dr. Nicholas Rossi recently committed a gift of $50,000 (of a targeted  
goal of $125,000) to establish the Nicholas P. and Helen M. Rossi  
Center for Faith and Culture Endowment at the UI Newman Center.  
The gift allows for the creation of an environment where, through  
speaker presentations and student forums, students are given the  
opportunity to learn and discuss how faith and culture interface in  
their daily lives. A percentage of annual interest income from the  
funds (invested into perpetuity) will be used to pay speaker fees and  
expenses. The current goal is to have at least two speakers a year.
Dr. Rossi also recently restricted an endowed fund he and Helen  
previously established at the University of Iowa Foundation to be  
utilized for the annual Special Event Fellow stipend.

Please Give to the Annual Fund 2017-18
The Newman Catholic Student Center is 100% self-funded by private contributions. Offertory and 
Annual Fund gifts provide a majority of the funding needed to carry out our mission to make  
disciples for the Church and the world. You can support that mission with an Annual Fund gift via:  
1) One-time special year-end donation, 2) On-going monthly contribution; 3) IRA Rollover*; 
4); Gifts of Stock**; and 5) Employee Matching Gift Program.

From the Development Office 

When I look out my window here at the Newman Catholic Student 
Center onto Jefferson Street, I see the walnut trees have covered 

the ground with leaves and a bumper crop of walnuts. The maples are still 
holding strong as they show off the beautiful colors they have produced. 
It is finally sweatshirt weather in Iowa City. Other seasons are changing 
as well. I am hearing the promotions of Hawkeye Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball, as well as other sports, all the while the football season marches 
on. “They” say the only thing in this world that is certain is change.

Newman Center staff and students have just finished our Fall Undergrad 
Retreat, The Vine Retreat. On this retreat, 38 students meditated on parables of Jesus that had 
an agriculture theme, including The Vine and the Branches, The Sower and the Seed, and The Weeds and 
the Wheat. Even though it rained most of Saturday, it was a great weekend experience. We all 
know you can’t have growth without a little rain!

A student team worked hard to plan the talks, the activities, and other retreat components to 
help facilitate change: namely spiritual growth. It is both a responsibility and a privilege for  
students to own a pivotal role in putting on a retreat. They do so by leading peers, giving of 
themselves, sharing their faith with friends old and new. It is truly a work of the Spirit and the 
heart. Once they commit to this responsibility, they learn it is not always easy. It takes a great deal 
of dedication and collaboration for a retreat to engage everyone and be the blessing it is called to be.

I am in the midst of that very lesson myself; after six and a half years of ministry service here 
at the Newman Center, I have been asked by Bishop Thomas Zinkula to be the director of this 
faith home. It is a position I have looked forward to since I first walked through the door, not 
knowing if it would ever happen.

As I settle into my new role, I have a growing appreciation of the work of our previous 
Executive Directors, including Laurie Harris and Dr. Tim Barry, as well as the many years Fr. 
Ed Fitzpatrick spent shaping the Newman Center we all share today. They have been, and will 
continue to be, mentors for me.

As always, it often takes a village to make transition a success. It is exciting, then, for me to 
work with a staff with diverse gifts and talents, focused on the same mission. It is not always 
easy, but it truly is a work of the Spirit and the heart. The students we serve have an energy and 
a desire to change the world. And our greater University members continue to amaze with their 
gifts of stewardship in support of our mission to make disciples for the Church and world.

By the grace of God and the ministry of the Newman Center, I think the world is in 
for a great blessing! I ask for your continued prayers and support to that end. 

Fr. Jeffry Belger 
Newman Center Priest Director
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development within a  

faith community and to  
prepare them as  

disciples for the Church and 
for the world.
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The seasons are a-changin’ 

Newman Outreach
God Squad …  

It’s A Team Effort
Featuring the above theme, the 

Newman Center’s 2018 Gala is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 21, 
2018 at The Celebration Farm in 
Iowa City. Newman Center  
supporter and Voice of the 
Hawkeyes, Gary Dolphin, will be 
the emcee. Joining him on the dais 
will be Newman Center alumni who 
are former UI athletes and Bishop 
Thomas Zinkula. The Newman 
Singers will be featured, live and 
silent auctions will be held, and 
dinner and drinks served.  The 
Gala is Newman Center’s largest 
FUNdraising event, helping to secure 
funds to benefit the programs and 
people (5000+ UI Catholic students) 
at the heart of the mission of the 
Newman Center!

Ways you can join the Gala 
FUNdraising: 
•  Be a corporate or individual  
    sponsor 
•  Donate a silent or live auction item 
•  Be a Table Host 
•  Buy 1 or 2 tickets (or more) and  
    come join us for the FUN!

Learn more about the Gala and 
ways to help: www.iowacatholic.org 
(Gala 2018 link) or contact April 
Rouner at: april@newman-ic.org or  
319-337-3106 Ext. 119.

To save on paper and postage resources, Newman Center would like to send this twice-a-year Outreach 
newsletter electronically when possible. If  you are willing to receive your newsletter via email (rather than a 

printed and mailed version), please email april@newman-ic.org to let us know.

Founders Club and Foundation members gather for a photo before a donor appreciation luncheon on October 
8th.  Founders Club members are those with a cumulative giving total of $5,000 or more and $1,000+ annual gift 
in support of Newman Center’s mission. Foundation members have included Newman Center in their estate plans.  
The current 133 Founders Club and Foundation members includes 10 new members in the past year.   
Names of all members are located on the donor wall inside the front doors of the Newman Center.

*IRA Rollover
If  you have reached the age of  70.5, the age when you are required to take a minimum distribution from your IRA, you 
can, instead, make a direct charitable contribution from your IRA and avoid paying taxes on those funds. You can  
contribute more than your Required Minimum Distribution to charity as long as you do not exceed $100,000 in a 
calendar year. For an IRA distribution to qualify, the check cannot be made payable to the IRA owner; it must be made 
payable directly to the charitable entity. Please consider making a year-end IRA gift to the Newman Center and save on 
paying taxes!

**Gifts of  Stock
If  you have securities which have increased in value since their purchase, consider using these assets to fund charitable 
gifts. By giving securities, cash is preserved, current income tax savings generated, relief  of  capital gains and other taxes 
that would have been due on a sale—all while making a meaningful charitable gift! Then, use the cash to replace the 
stock with a cost basis equal to today’s value!

Please contact Director of  Development, April Rouner (april@newman-ic.org or 319-337-3106 Ext. 119) to inquire 
about investing in the Rossi Center for Faith and Culture, set up a monthly gift, or to learn more about ways to give.



August 15
Fellows Retreat Day
Student Fellows enjoyed a day to 
reflect on Christian leadership, 
the mission and vision of the 
Newman Center, and time togeth-
er in prayer as a community.

August 21-25
Food on the Corner
This annual Welcome Week event 
served a free lunch to more than 
4000 students.

August 29-October 24
Catholicism Ignited
This fall’s series focused on Moral 
Relativism. So popular, this 6-week 
program continued for 9 weeks!

September 4
Labor Day Canoe Trip & BBQ
An annual tradition, students cel-
ebrated Labor Day outside on a 
canoe trip and finished with a BBQ.

September 22
Freshmen Lock-in
After a five-week Transitions course, 
freshmen enjoyed an evening 
together, including Mass, dinner, 
a photo scavenger hunt, talks by 
upperclassmen, and prayer. 
 
October 13-15
Vine Undergraduate Retreat

October 21
Habitat for Humanity
Newman Center students joined 
an Interfaith Build to assist a  
family in Hills, IA. Other service 
events this fall included work for 
Catholic Worker House, Ronald 
McDonald House, Hope Lodge, 
and the American Red Cross 
Blood Drive. 

October 28-November 5
Trick or Treat for Canned Food
Items were collected for the 
Catholic Worker House and the 
UI Food Pantry. 

November 1, 8
Soup and Seminar Series
The seminars had a Social Justice 
theme, such as Restorative Justice, 
as well as Worker Justice.

Fall semester highlights

Most Rev. Thomas Zinkula, Chair
  Bishop, Diocese of Davenport

Bill Brandt
  Business Owner & President, 

Brandt Heating  
& Air Conditioning

Rebecca Davis, MD
  General Internal Medicine, The 

University of Iowa

Tom DePrenger
  Vice President-Principal Gift, 
The University of Iowa Foundation

Tom Goedken
  Senior Vice President of Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer, ACT

Nancy Hitchon
  Community Volunteer

 

Rev. Charles Adam 
  Pastor, St. Thomas MoreNewman  

Center  
Operating  

Board

University of Iowa freshman Erin Castle and sophomore Cole Banwart are the recipients of this 
year’s Newman Center Catholic Student-Athlete Scholarships.

 Castle, a health and human physiology major from Boone, Iowa, was a high school state  
champion and nationals competitor on bars.  She is a member of the UI Gymnastics Team. Castle 
says, “Being named female recipient of the Newman Center Student-Athlete Scholarship is a  
tremendous honor. My Catholic faith is very important to me, and I am thankful for the Newman 
Center and the chance to implement my faith both in the community and in my sport.  I am very 
excited about my next 4 years, and am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to live out my dream as 
an Iowa Hawkeye.”

 Banwart, an open major, was a red-shirt freshman his first year at Iowa and is now seeing game  
action on the Hawkeye football team. As a prep athlete in Algona, Iowa he was a first-team all-state  
offensive and defensive lineman and also lettered in four other sports. Of this scholarship award,  
Banwart says, “My Catholic faith has guided me through many situations in my life. The Newman  
Center has encouraged me to practice my faith on and off the field. I am thankful and honored to be  
named one of the Newman Center’s Student-Athlete Scholarship recipients.”

 Through the generosity of benefactors, the Newman Center has established a fund through the  
University of Iowa Foundation for two annual, partial scholarships to be awarded to one male and a  
female student-athlete who are involved at the Newman Center.  The selection process for the 
award, with participation at the Newman Center as a focal point,  is conducted by the UI Athletic 
Department.  

 

Castle and Banwart awarded student-athlete scholarships

Fr. Ed Fitzpatrick Discipleship Fund
University of Iowa and Newman Center graduates who are involved in either a parish or a non-profit, may apply for a $500 
award to be donated to the parish or non-profit in their name.  To apply, download the application form on the Newman Center 
website under the “Forms” tab. Completed forms should be received by the Newman Center by April 1, 2018. We would like to bestow a 
minimum of ten awards, so please don’t be shy—nominate yourself and/or others for this award! Recipients truly personify ways 
the mission of the Newman Center has been put into action by alumni.

Newman Fellows 
for 2017-2018

The Newman Fellows are current 
University of  Iowa students who 

are in charge of  a Lead Team made 
up of  college students that work 

together to fulfill the responsibilities 
of  each ministry area. They also 
work with Newman Center Staff  
to create, implement, and lead the 
ministries of  the Newman Center.

Mafer Larraga Martinez
Prayer and Worship

Senior, Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: Monroe, WI

Lilly Boenker
Faith Formation-Weekly Activities

Senior, English and Creative Writing/
Secondary Education

Hometown: Silex, MO

Hieu Nguyen
Outreach

Senior, Journalism
Hometown: Davenport, IA

Gabby Greco
Outreach

Senior, History/Pre-Law
Hometown: Cedar Falls, IA

Marija Pritchard
Service and Social Justice

Junior, Biology and Religious Studies
Hometown: Ankeny, IA

Jenny Haley
Communications

Junior, Communication Studies  
and Cinema

Hometown: Springfield, IL 

Claire Sevenich
Faith Formation-Special Events

Senior, Biomedical Engineering
Hometown: Johnston, IA

Steven Landa
Graduate Students and  

Young Professionals
First Year Graduate Student, Pharmacy

Hometown: Little Turkey, IA

Naomi Smullen
Liturgy

Senior, English and Creative Writing
Hometown: San Diego, CA

The Newman Singers traveled 
to St. Jude’s Parish in Oshkosh, 
WI on Oct. 21-22, leading music 
at all weekend liturgies and 
sharing their ministry of music 
in concert. The group tours 
locally and nationally at least 
four times a year and provides 
music ministry at the Newman 
Center on many weekends. 

Deacon Joe Welter 
assigned to Newman 
Center

Deacon Joe Welter, who was 
ordained a deacon of the Diocese 
of Davenport on July 8, is assigned 
to the Newman Catholic Student 
Center, St. Mary Parish, and the 
Diocesan Office of Social Action. 
A native of Long Grove, IA, Joe 
is an alumni of The University of 
Iowa and has been involved at the 
Newman Center for nearly two 
decades. He is an environmental 
and civil engineer. He is married to 
Katie, a math  
and religion  
teach in the  
Regina Junior  
and Senior  
High School.  
They have  
three children.

More scholarship and award winners announced
Beckman Catholic Scholarships

Through the generosity of Nic Goeres,  
a St. Francis Xavier Basilica (now Dyersville 
Beckman Catholic High  School) and 
University of Iowa graduate, six current 
UI and Newman Center students—all 
Beckman alumni— received word of 
respective $500 scholarship grants in 
November. The awards are made  
possible through an endowed scholarship 
fund established by Goeres, who resides in 
Irvine, California. 

“I hope that through this scholarship,” says 
Goeres, “I can encourage Beckman alumni 
to continue to grow in their faith journeys 
while they seek higher education at The 
University of Iowa.” 

Goeres is a 1967 journalism graduate of 
the UI, who felt blessed by the presence of 
the Newman Center during his college days 
in Iowa City.

 Philanthropy Award Recipients

Two Newman Center nominees were 
selected as 2017 Philanthropy Day award 
recipients by the Eastern Iowa Chapter 
of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. Honored at an awards 
luncheon on National Philanthropy Day 
(November 14), Mergen Orthodontics 
of Iowa City received the Outstanding 
Small Business Philanthropy Award and April 
Rouner, Newman Center Development 
Director, was named the Outstanding 
Fundraising Professional. The awards  
recognize recipients, selected from a seven 
county area, as “visionary leaders who best 
represent the spirit of philanthropy in their 
communities, generously contributing their 
time, expertise and resources toward the 
lives of others.”  Congratulations to these 
two award recipients and five others  
recognized in various categories during the 
luncheon.

Fall 2017
Newman Center engineering  
students assisted local artist,  

Jo Myers-Walker, on a  
commissioned interactive  

sculpture for the Mercer Park 
Aquatic Center in Iowa City.


